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evil. The amendment of the gentleman from
Harford, (Mr. McHenry,) with that which he,
(Mr. P.) now proposed added to it, would go far
to meet the case. It would have the effcet of
making every obe who wttempted this frad
known, and he wholesome in its effect on the
elective franchise. His motion was to add the
words, ‘‘and the wards in the City of Balu-
more.”

Mr. Gwinn thouzht the seeurity against fraud
would not be increased by thisamendment The
Judges had the power to enquire into the fact of
residence. 1If an individual was not a resident
of a ward, he could only get his voteinby a fal-e
oath, as to his term of residence. - He might be
asked if a man would swea- falsely, that he had
lived in a ward one day, would not as readily
perjure himself as to a residence of thirty days.
There were several large establishinents in Bal-
timore, which employed agreat number of hands
There was the Clare Factory, the Canton and
others. The persons employed there generally
reside, while in this employ, in the wards i)
which establishments are established, and he
considered it would be very hard upon these per-
sons whenever they were transferred to anouer
wara.

Mr. Precps made a few remarks in reply, in

which he stated that it was his de-ire to give tue |

largest liberty to the largest number.  But it

had been charged against the City of Baltimore., -

by the geutleman frorm the county that frauds

had been perpetrated there by double voting, he |

thought the amendment wouid check that evil.

Mr. Brent, (in the absence of his colleague,) |

expressed resret that his colleacue was not in
his seat. The gentl- man who had just spoken
had asserted thut his colleagie had charged on

the City of Baltimore, that frauds were perpe-

trated there by double voung.

Mr. PueLes said he had so understood hin.

Mr. Brent resumed.  The gentieman was
mistaken  11's colleague did not say so.  His
language was that it had been stated to him as
an allegation.
say that he was « pposed to all attempts to im-
pose restrictions on the elective franchise. I
was arestriction of freedon, and he wa- opposed
toit. Does aman by a residence in a place for
thirty or sixty duys become more enlightened,
than by aresidence of onc. He who is entiiled
to the right of suffrage, is as much entitled to
exercise it in one county as another, and in one
ward as another. Why is it cousidered neces-
sary that he should have beena loeal residens in
a particulat district, to entitle him to vote?: He
Is as much entitled to vote at a general election,
afler a residence of thirty days, as of six montts.
By the existing laws a residence ina ward, or a
district, for one day is sufficient. If therc was
lo be any difference, it ought, in his opinion, to
be in favor of a commercial city, where ure so

many laborers who are compelled tosleep where -

they are employed. If the Judges do their duty
all this illegal voting may be prevented. He

Was ready to impose any penalty to put down il- :

legal voting ; but he would never be willing to

He would now take occasion to

restrict the franchise. If there was to be any
distinction, it should be in favor of a large com-
mercial city.

Judve Dorsey expressed his concurrence in
‘he veews of the centieman from Kent, (Judge
Champers ) as to e impossibility of so framing
any depislavive ruie. as it ~h owid oo case o ear
boadiy o an indvidis! the coutd wdopt the
viens of the gentle un ftom Baitimore, w ho had
Jasttaken Lis ~cat. bis should be ready o vole
with bt throughout.  But there were reasons
which cperated o tos mind ~tr ngly in favor of
asixmonths residence, A res'dence of that exe
tent was necesrary to make av individual coupe-
tent to dive an atedigent vote, by meking him
familiarly scquamted with the 1rue interests of
the county. su that bemay te guided (o a wise
selection of a cuiididute. He would have been
ready to vote for the amendment of tie gentle-
man irom Harford. (Mr. McHexry. ) af he would
have accepted two amendments, which he had
thought proper (o be added toit. One of these
' was to insert the wards in the City of Baitimore,
| He had understood the gentieman from Balti-
| nore to say that the persons in the wards ought
tobeatiowed to vote  Heagreed wit- him As
| he viewed the law. 100 € hiud any right to prevent
| the voters in the City o Baltimore. from volng
inany of the wards. [t was sufficient. if he was
ta citizen of Buitimore Bt hie oujected to the
Jatitude of construction which wouid a low the
resident of a State to voie in any county he may
Heraier ed to the period when a num-
ber of percons then called the blue lisht fede-
| ralists, were brougtit into the City of Aonapolis,

i choose.

" for the purpose of defeativg ajopular cardidate.
‘They were puid so much per month, but they
were tredted ~o badiy by the people. and so
. thor ughly hooted ry the boyvs, and made so un-
'comlortable. thut the v violated their cortract, and
| left the city without remaining to etfect their ob-
Ject. They were rot iy force enouch to carry
the election of their federal representative
their funes guve out, ard the opposition candi-
dute wa~ elected I 1o residence is to be re-
quircd. what will prevent the sending into any
patticulsr county s muny men as might be ne-
cessary to turn t ¢ eection: We ought to se-
cure the purity of the puilot-box We ought to -
tsist that the voters in the counties, snd City of
Baltimore <hill te residents of the electiong dis-
tricts and reside inthe wareds to which they
vote.  Without suech re-triction the voters may
come oul from the larze 1o numbers sufiicient to

overwhelm tive punlic aspirants ot the small
counties.  Without residenee, all the <mall
counties wili be made subject 1o the large

counties, and the veoice of the people will be
thicre annilr-lated.

These remurks were produced by a suggestion
that the reqiired residence in the counties, and
Ciy of Buluimore ~houid be aboalished.

He referred to the practice which prevailed of
raising funds for the purpose of carrying on elec-
tions. It the voters are not required to be resi-
dents of the wards in the City of Baltimore, in
"which they vote, what is to prevent them from-




